204. THE INDIANS IN THE TRANSVAAL
We confess that we do not understand Lord Milner's attitude on
this question, if the cablegrams received by our contemporaries give a
fair summary of His Excellency's view, for we are told that His Lordship
thinks that
an attempt to place coloured people on an equality with whites in South Africa
is wholly impracticable and wrong in principle, but he holds that when a coloured
man possesses a certain high grade of civilisation, he ought to obtain a white
man's privileges, irrespective of colour.
If this is all that His Excellency means, we can see nothing inconsistent
with it in Mr. Lyttelton's despatch, for he has proposed that further immig-
ration of British Indians should be stopped, save for those who would
satisfy the test laid down by His Excellency. With reference to those
that are already in the country, he proposes that segregation for sanitary
purposes, but not for trade, may be allowed. There, then, remains the
question of trading still open, but Lord Milner has answered that question
himself when he says:
While we should be justified in legislating even contrary to public opinion to
protect the vested rights of the Indians already here, we should not be justified
in regulating the Asiatic question so far as it is res integra in a manner opposed
to the voice of a vast majority of the European population.
If, then, the vested rights are to be protected, nothing more has really
been asked for by Mr* Lyttelton, for we claim that every Indian who is
now settled in the Transvaal, having been allowed to trade freefly]1 during
the Republican regime, has a vested right in such ability to trade, whether
he actually traded or not, and those who may come hereafter will only
be such as would possess a certain high grade of civilisation! The whole
of the [opposition from His Excellency [fal]ls to the ground, but, un-
[fortjunately, during the last two [years], we have learnt things [which]
enable us to know that [howevjer, painful it may be to [have to] say so,
Lord Milner does not mean what he says. There is no intention to grant
the better-class Asiatic any special rights, and the vested rights have
tapered down to actual trade carried on by Indians on the llth of October,
1899. For, was it not the contention of the Asiatic Traders' Commission
that they had authority only to investigate the cases of those who were
trading at, and immediately on, the commencement of hostilities, and
that, under the reference, they could only deal with the cases of people who
were trading as far back as October 1899? Had it not been for the god-
send in the shape of the Supreme Court decision, more than 75 per cent
of the Indian traders would by this time have been wiped out of existence
under the above reference, and probably the Colonial Office would have
1 This and other words in square brackets have been reconstructed from the damaged
original.